
 

The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) and the Military and Overseas 

Voter Empowerment Act created serious vulnerabilities through the use of email and electronic 

voting. In May 2020, the FBI, CISA, EAC, and NIST described this as a “high-risk process” that is 

susceptible to fraud. Congress did not heed that warning.  Below is a summary of a Verity Vote 

investigation into these vulnerabilities.  Mass emailing of ballots to unverified email addresses will 

begin in less than 30 days for the midterm election. The discrepancies outlined in this summary are 

specifically related to non-military voters. These findings highlight the need to deploy safeguards 

against vulnerabilities associated with unverified non-military UOCAVA ballot requestors. 

UOCAVA – NOT JUST MILITARY VOTERS 

Election officials and the media often refer to late arriving ballots as military 

votes.  This is a misnomer. Certain absentee voting privileges, which had 

previously been reserved for the military, were expanded to include US citizens 

living abroad, even those who have never lived in the United States. 

Prior to 2016, the majority of voters who utilized the privileges associated with 

UOCAVA were military voters. This program has been drastically expanded 

through the use of electronic Federal Post Card Applications and is now 

dominated by civilians. These applications do not require verification of identity 

or citizenship prior to registering. No verification of eligibility is required before 

voting by any method. In 2020, uniformed services members and their eligible 

family members accounted for only 37% of UOCAVA ballots returned 

nationwide. The majority, more than 63%, were non-military overseas ballots.  

EXTRAORDINARY CHANGES IN THE POPULATION CLAIMING UOCAVA PRIVILEGES  

At the start of the pandemic, the US State Department ordered many 

employees home and executed unprecedented efforts to repatriate 

every US citizen who wanted to return to the US. IRS records confirm a 

decrease of at least 805,000 US taxpayers abroad from 2019 to 2020.  

The IRS records are clear evidence of the magnitude of repatriation. 

US citizens abroad are required to file US tax returns and report their 

worldwide income to the IRS or disclose foreign bank accounts.   

Massive repatriation, a sharp reduction in citizens living overseas and 

restrictions on traveling abroad, all decreased the number of citizens 

eligible to claim UOCAVA privileges in 2020. Still, UOCAVA voting exceeded 2016 by more than 389,000 

ballots. Even more alarming is that this increase was primarily in non-military ballots with a staggering 

268,000 additional ballots over 2016. Repatriated citizens are not eligible to vote UOCAVA. 

CONFLICTING REPORTING FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES 

The DoD is charged with administering UOCAVA and MOVE for both military and non-military UOCAVA 

voters, but they failed to disclose the implausible increase in 

non-military voting in 2020. The DoD and the EAC each 

submit a report to Congress on military and non-military 

UOCAVA voting, however, their results conflict.  The DoD 

report shows 224K non-military voters, but the EAC report 

shows 573K non-military voters. This result reveals an 

unexplained discrepancy of 349,000 additional non-military overseas ballots that impacted the 2020 

Election but were not disclosed in the DoD’s federally mandated report to Congress. 

UOCAVA VULNERABILITIES 
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PRESIDENTIAL SELECTION DISPROPORTIONATELY SKEWED 

The only reported hand count of UOCAVA ballots, conducted in Maricopa County, Arizona, revealed a 

significant deviation from the razor-thin 50-50 

results in that state. The presidential selection 

on the UOCAVA ballots favored Biden over 

Trump by approximately 74% to 26%.   Poll 

workers in other states reported similar bias in 

party preference in their UOCAVA ballots.  

 

HIGH RISK ELECTRONIC BALLOT DELIVERY AND EMAIL VOTING  

The Federal Post Card Application is a form that all states must accept as both a voter registration form 

and an official request for an absentee ballot. In most states, if an applicant checks the box indicating 

that they have never lived in the 

United States, they can omit the 

SSN and state issued dri er’s 

license and still receive a ballot 

with Federal races. Most states 

allow return of ballots by email 

and fax however, the 

authorized methods of return for 

voted ballots varies by state. 

The instructions specifically state 

that the applicant should 

provide a US address but they 

“do not need to have any 

current ties with this address”    

The applicant must provide a 

foreign address but can choose 

to have the ballot delivered via email which renders the foreign address obsolete as a security feature.   

Significantly, election offices across the US reported receiving 765,000 FPCAs in 2020 which was nearly 

double the number received in 2016.  

FRAUD ADMITTED AND ENCOURAGED WITH UOCAVA BALLOTS  

The vulnerabilities with the FPCA and the steps to exploit it have been publicized on file sharing sites. One 

such example involves an account operating as GhostSecCanada (GhostSec identifies as a vigilante 

hacking group although no hacking is required to download and email a FPCA.) This user boasted that 

he used the FPCA to commit fraud in the 2020 election and encouraged others to do so. He shared html 

in several pastes 

including one entitled 

“Exp oitab e Website 

Used to Fraud E ectio s” 

which includes the FPCA download. These posts received hundreds of views. This is just one example of 

fraud that is enabled by gaps in the law. 

  

 

http://verityvote.us                                                                                        Page 2 

http://verityvote.us/

